
Proposition 22: Text of Proposed Law
This initiative measure is submitted to the people in accordance with

the provisions of Article II, Section 8, of the California Constitution.
This initiative measure adds a section to the Family Code; therefore,

new provisions proposed to be added are printed in italic type to
indicate that they are new.

PROPOSED LAW
SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the ‘‘California Defense of

Marriage Act.’’
SECTION 2. Section 308.5 is added to the Family Code, to read:
308.5. Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or

recognized in California.

Proposition 23: Text of Proposed Law
This initiative measure is submitted to the people in accordance with

the provisions of Section 8 of Article II of the California Constitution.
This initiative measure amends and adds sections to the Elections

Code; therefore, existing provisions proposed to be deleted are printed
in strikeout type and new provisions proposed to be added are printed
in italic type to indicate that they are new.

PROPOSED LAW

‘‘NONE OF THE ABOVE’’ ELECTION REFORM ACT
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

‘‘None of the Above’’ Election Reform Act.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS
The people of the State of California find and declare:
(a) Many eligible citizens of all political parties do not participate in

elections because they are angered by negative campaigns, frustrated
with the narrow choice of candidates, and convinced that those elected
to represent them are out of touch with their needs.

(b) Voters in the State of Nevada have, for more than 20 years,
benefited from having the choice to vote for ‘‘none of these candidates’’
and have their choice counted and reported as part of official election
results.

(c) Establishing the option of voting for ‘‘None of the Above’’ will
encourage voter participation in elections by giving citizens who have
tended not to vote in the past a means of participating responsibly
while voicing a protest against negative campaigns, limited choice of
candidates, and poor performance of officeholders.

(d) Establishing a nonbinding ‘‘None of the Above’’ option will not
alter the principle that the election is won by the candidate who
receives the most votes.

(e) Voters, candidates, and officeholders will benefit from official
publication of information concerning how many voters choose ‘‘None of
the Above’’ rather than any of the candidates on the ballot for a
particular public office. Specifically, when more voters cast their ballots
for ‘‘None of the Above’’ than for any of the candidates, they will send a
powerful message about the need for reform. Votes for ‘‘None of the
Above’’ will tell politicians that their methods of recruiting candidates,
campaigning, and communicating with the public need improvement.

SEC. 3. PURPOSE AND INTENT
The people of the State of California hereby declare their purpose and

intent in enacting this act to be as follows:
(a) To increase voter participation in elections.
(b) To give voters a means to responsibly protest, and visibly express

their dissatisfaction with, the choices offered on the ballot.
(c) To send politicians a message about voter anger over negative

campaigns, the lack of meaningful choices among candidates, and the
inaccessibility of their elected representatives.

SEC. 4. Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 400) is added to
Division 0.5 of the Elections Code, as follows:

CHAPTER 5. OPTION OF VOTING FOR NONE OF THE ABOVE

400. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in all primary,
general, special, and recall elections for President, Vice President,
Member of the United States Senate, Member of the House of
Representatives, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,
Controller, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Insurance Commissioner, Member of the Board of
Equalization, Member of the Assembly, and State Senator, voters shall
be provided with the option of voting for ‘‘None of the Above.’’ Only votes
cast for named candidates (including valid write-in candidates) shall be
counted in determining the selection of presidential electors or
nomination or election to any of the other specified federal and state
offices, but for each office the number of ballots on which ‘‘None of the
Above’’ was selected shall be listed below the names of the candidates
and the number of their votes in every tally sheet, snap tally form,
semiofficial return, official return, statement of the result, return,
statement of the vote, supplement to the statement of the vote, or other
official listing of election results.

SEC. 5. Section 6480 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
6480. The format of the presidential portion of the Republican

primary ballot shall be governed by Chapter 2 (commencing with
Section 13100) of Division 13, with the following exceptions:

(a) Instructions to voters shall exclude any reference to groups of
candidates preferring a person whose name appears on the ballot or
references to any group of candidates not expressing a preference for a
particular candidate.

(b) In place of the heading: ‘‘FOR DELEGATES TO NATIONAL
CONVENTION. Vote for One Group or ‘None of the Above’ Only.’’ shall
appear the heading: ‘‘PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE. Vote for One or
‘None of the Above’ .’’

(c) Candidates for President shall be listed on the ballot in the same
order provided for in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 13100) of
Division 13 for statewide candidates.

(d) Only the names of selected and unselected presidential
candidates shall appear on the ballot in the spaces provided. No
reference shall be made to their being preferred by candidates for
delegates to the national convention.

SEC. 6. Section 6620 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
6620. For the presidential primary election, the format of the

American Independent Party ballot shall be governed by Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 13100) of Division 13, with the following
exceptions:

(a) In place of the heading ‘‘Delegates to National Convention, vote
for one group or ‘None of the Above’ only’’ shall appear the heading
‘‘Presidential Preference, vote for one or ‘None of the Above’ .’’

(b) Selected and unselected presidential candidates shall be listed
below the heading specified in subdivision (a).

(c) Below the presidential candidates shall appear in the same
column, or in the next column if there is not sufficient space in the first
column, the heading ‘‘Delegates to National Convention, vote for one
group or ‘None of the Above’ .’’

(d) The instructions to voters shall be the same as provided for in
Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 13100) of Division 13 except that
they shall begin with the words, ‘‘To express your preference for a
candidate for nomination for President, stamp a cross (+) in the square
opposite the name of the candidate or ‘‘None of the Above.’’ Your vote in
this portion of the ballot is advisory only. Delegates to the national
convention will be elected in the delegate selection portion of the
ballot.’’

SEC. 7. Section 6821 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
6821. For the presidential primary election, the format of the Peace

and Freedom Party ballot shall be governed by Chapter 2 (commencing
with Section 13100) of Division 13, with the following exceptions:

(a) In place of the heading ‘‘Delegates to National Convention, vote
for one group only’’ shall appear the heading ‘‘Presidential Preference,
vote for one or ‘None of the Above’ .’’

(b) Selected and unselected presidential candidates shall be listed
below the heading specified in subdivision (a).

(c) Below the presidential candidates shall appear in the same
column, or in the next column if there is not sufficient space in the first
column, the heading ‘‘Delegates to National Convention, vote for one
group or ‘None of the Above’. ’’

(d) Presidential candidates who have qualified for the ballot and to
whom delegations are pledged, and the chairpersons of unpledged
delegations which have qualified for the ballot, shall be listed below the
heading specified in subdivision (c).

(e) The instructions to voters shall be the same as provided for in
Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 13100) of Division 13, except that
they shall begin with the words, ‘‘To express your preference for a
candidate for nomination for President, stamp a cross (+) in the square
opposite the name of the candidate or ‘‘None of the Above’’ . Your vote in
this portion of the ballot is advisory only. Delegates to the national
convention will be elected in the delegate selection portion of the
ballot.’’

SEC. 8. Section 9035 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
9035. An initiative measure may be proposed by presenting to the

Secretary of State a petition that sets forth the text of the proposed
statute or amendment to the Constitution and is certified to have been
signed by registered voters equal in number to 5 percent in the case of a
statute, and 8 percent in the case of an amendment to the Constitution,
of the voters for all candidates and for ‘‘None of the Above’’ for Governor

Text of Proposed Laws—Continued

P2000132

http://www.findlaw.com

	FindLaw: 


